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In the WWII Footsteps of 
Pvt., George E. Nine

Google Maps hyperlink to Nine’s footsteps, ASN #35763675

  

THE NARRATIVE of George E. Nine’s footsteps is based on the Combat History of the 2nd 
Infantry Division and the Morning Reports of Company F, 38th Infantry Regiment of the 2nd Infantry 
Division. After studying these sources intensively and plotting the movement of the units on a map, 
George’s route became clearly visible. 

To help you understand the narrative, we are providing you an overview of the military structure which 
will aid in understanding the regiment as an organic military unit. Every infantry division has three 
infantry regiments, each containing between 1,000 and 2,000 men. For the 2nd Infantry Division, 
these were the 9th, 23rd, and 38th Infantry Regiments. Every infantry regiment has three battalions of 
infantry on the line, each containing four companies. 1st Battalion consisted of A to D Companies, 2nd 
Battalion E to H Companies, and 3rd Battalion I to M (There was no J Company).

This regimental structure was the same for every US infantry 
regiment. Every company had about 100 to 250 men. George 
E. Nine was one of the members of F Company of the 38th 
Infantry Regiment. Upon reading through the narrative, you’ll 
find a lot of action detailed at the battalion level. Every time 
you read about 2nd Battalion, you’ll know that F Company 
was acting organically within that battalion, but sources 
didn’t point out their movements as a single company. 

Footsteps Researchers have done their very best to find the 
actions of F Company and 2nd Battalion so that we have a 
complete narrative of George E. Nine’s footsteps in Europe 
from the time he entered the company in July 24, 1944 to the 
day he got wounded in Germany on March 24, 1945.

http://bit.ly/2RLmKTG
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November 1944
George E. Nine was drafted into the United States Army on November 22, 1943 at the age of 18. He 
soon started his physical training to become an infantry replacement. Thousands of young men like 
him were trained in the United States and were later sent overseas to replace soldiers that have been 
killed, wounded, or captured. 

June 1944
According to his Honorable Discharge, George E. Nine left the United States 
on June 15, 1944 and arrived in England twelve days later, June 27, 1944. 
The invasion of Normandy took place only 21 days before he landed in the 
European Theater of Operation. The United States Armed Forces had already lost 
thousands of men during the initial invasion of Normandy, specifically on Omaha 
Beach, and the following days in the French Bocage. Some of the units that 
distinguished themselves for their bravery in combat are the 1st Infantry Division, 
2nd Infantry Division, and 29th Infantry Division. They fought side by side for 
many weeks during the Battle of Normandy. 

The men of the 2nd Infantry “Indian 
Head” Division started to land on Omaha 
Beach on D-Day + 1 and soon saw their first combat capturing 
the city of Trévières. One of their key objectives on the way to 
St-Lo was to capture Hill 192. This strong enemy point was 
well defended by experienced units of the 3rd Fallschirmjäger 
(Airborne) Division. The men of the 2nd Infantry Division 
bravely fought for several weeks to capture Hill 192 and 
suffered a large number of casualties. 

29th Infantry Division 2nd Infantry Division 1st Infantry Division

NORMANDY

Figure 1 and 2: Handwritten Notes in Service Book by George E. Nine, Miliatry Record
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July 1944 
The final assault to take the Hill was launch on July 11, 
1944. By late afternoon on that day, Hill 192 belonged to the 
men of the 2nd Infantry Division, but the battle was not yet 
over. That evening, the Germans lashed out with artillery fire 
and small counterattacks, but it was clear the Germans were 
on the losing end. The next day, the 2nd Infantry Division 
resumed the assault at 11:00 am with a drive spearheaded 
by Mildren’s 1st Battalion of the 38th Infantry Regiment. 
Resistance quickly crumbled as the Germans pulled out. By 
the end of July 12, the 2nd Division held not only Hill 192, but 
also the St.-Lô highway as far west as la Calvaire. 

By the end of July 1944, the 2nd Infantry Division received 
hundreds of replacements because of the number of men 
killed, wounded, or captured during the Battle of Hill 192. 
On July 18, 1944, 13 enlisted men, including Pvt. George E. 
Nine from HQ, 41st Replacement Battalion were assigned to 
F Company, 38th Infantry Regiment. At the age of nineteen, 
Pvt. Nine was now an important member of a combat unit. 

July 19, 1944:
When Pvt. George E. Nine was assigned to his unit, F 
Company was stationed near St George d’Elle, located about 
seven miles NE of St-Lo. The men of the 2nd Battalion were 
spending the day of the 19th getting equipped and cleaned 
up. They were now in reserve for a few days in the area.  

Figure 3: Morning Report of F Co, 
38th Infantry Regiment – July 19, 1944
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July 24, 1944 : 
Company F was in reserve near St Andre de l’Epine and waiting for orders. 

July 27, 1944:
Pvt. Nine’s company received orders on July 27th and attacked south in the direction of La Chapelle, 
east of Toriginy-sur-Vire. The 2nd Infantry Division attacked along with the 5th and 35th Infantry 
Division in a southern direction. The attack continued the next day and the company gained more 
ground. They took their objective near St. Jean-des-Baisants. On the 29th, they were only 1½ mile 
northeast of Torigny. The attack started at 0900 that morning but was halted after advancing 300 
yards. Company F dug in as the enemy shelled them with mortar fire and heavy artillery. It resulted 
in ten men being wounded and two killed. For the next three days, the company listed four more men 
killed. Because of their brave sacrifice, the company completed their objective.

July 28, 1944:
The next day, July 28th, F Company continued to attack 
south. The 29th and the 30th marked two more days 
of attacking with heavy artillery fire. On the 30th, the 
company was held up but managed to advance 300 
yards when they received heavy mortar and artillery fire.

August 1944

Figure 4-6: Morning Reports of F Co, 38th Infantry Regiment (p. 1-3), August 9, 1944
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August 2, 1944:
After completing their tasks, the 38th Infantry Regiment went in Divisional Reserve near the village of 
Guilberville. It was another moment for the regiment to strengthen up with new replacements. Twenty-
two new men joined the company. The other men spent their days collecting the dead and wounded 
from the battlefields. At 1200 hours, 3rd Battalion was committed between the 1st and 2nd Battalions. 
By 1445, 1st and 2nd Battalions had cleared most of the minefields and reported that the enemy now 
seemed to be softening up somewhat. Nevertheless, further advances were not made by nightfall.

August 6, 1944: 
From the 6th-10th the company was in reserve and completed training courses while they set up for 
replacements. On August 9th, 1944 George E. Nine is listed in the Morning Report. He was one of 49 
enlisted men who were promoted from the rank of Private to Private First Class. 

August 9, 1944: 
George E. Nine is listed in the Morning Report, he was promoted 
from the rank of Private to Private First Class. 

BRITTANY
August 11, 1944:
The following days, the company moved a couple of times. From the 10th to the 13th, Pvt. Nine and 
the men of F Company were staying in the town of Vire.  They then moved to Truttemer-le-Grand and 
stayed there until the 15th, only to be moved to Tinchebray in reserve until the 18th of August.

August 19, 1944: 
The 38th Infantry Regiment left Tinchebray at 
2300 hours on August 18, 1944 by truck and 
arrived at Trémaouézan, Brittany at 1700 on 
August 19, 1944. After two and half months of 
combat, the Normandy Campaign was finally 
over for the men of the 2nd Infantry Division. 
While George E. Nine was traveling 212 miles 
west with the men of his company, the Allied 
Forces were putting an end to the hostilities in 
Normandy  with a  decisive engagement in the 
Falaise Pocket. 

Figure 7: Hand-written by George E. Nine in his Service Book. Note the discrepancy of his date of 
August 14, 1944 and the Morning Reports of August 9, 1944, Figure 4-6.

Figure 8: Men of the 2nd Infantry Division fighting in Brest.
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August 21, 1944: 
The men of F Company left their assembly area in Trémaouézan 
at 1700 hours and moved by foot to a new assembly area. The 
division would soon be engaged in a fierce battle in the city of 
Brest. It was a heavily defended fortress which happened to be 
a major port for German U-boats. During the last days of August 
1944, the 38th Infantry Regiment fought around Brest to clear 
and captured the suburb of the city. 

August 25, 1944: 
Company F moved out in the attack at 1300 hours, but only got 
forward about 500 yards. They were held up and withdrew back 
about 400 yards to the sunken road so that artillery could target 
the enemy. The company experienced artillery fire. 

August 26, 1944: 
Company F engaged in combat against German forces near Plougastel-Daoulas. The progress was 
very slow for several days but on August 29th, they moved forward about 2 miles. Most of the enemy 
surrendered. The men of F Company report that they did not encounter any small arm fire but a small 
amount of artillery. The company is now in position at Plougastel-Daoulas. 

September 1944

September 3, 1944:
From the 3-8th, the Company was in reserve just outside of Brest in a small village called Guipavas.

September 9, 1944: 
On the 9th, F Company arrived in Brest area and stayed in Regimental Reserve until September 12th.
                           
September 13, 1944: 
Company F relieved the 3rd Battalion at 1900 hours. 
They were now in the city of Brest fighting house to 
house, the company did not suffer any casualties.

September 15, 1944: 
Pvt. Nine’s company was again in attack. They made 
slow progress, moving from house to house.

September 16, 1944: 
On this day, F Company was in static position in Brest.   

Figure 10:  Morning Report of F Co, 
38th Infantry Regiment, September 16, 1944

Figure 9:  Morning Report of F Co, 
38th Infantry Regiment, August 25, 1944
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BELGIUM to GERMANY to BELGIUM
November 11, 1944: 
It was on the 11th of November that Pvt. Nine’s company took the train to go to Medell, Belgium 
arriving at 0800 in the morning. 

November 17, 1944: 
The company is now in defensive position near the town of Brandscheid, Germany.             

September 19, 1944: 
The Battle of Brest was over by September 19th. The fight 
proved extremely difficult as the German garrison was well 
entrenched and partially made up of well experienced German 
forces. General Ramcke surrendered the city to the Americans 
after rendering the port facilities useless. These would not 
be repaired in time to help the war effort as hoped. By this 
time, Paris had already been liberated by the Allied Armies.  
Operation Market-Garden was already under way in the 
Netherlands. George E. Nine and his fellow soldiers moved 
from their assembly area near Brest to the rear at Landerneau. 
Company F moved about five miles by truck.

September 27, 1944 
Company F left the assembly area at 
Landerneau and took a train at 1930 hours 
on September 27th. They arrived in Paris and 
de-trained at 0030. Pvt. Nine spent the entire 
month of October in the city of Paris.  

                                

November 1944                

November 1, 1944: 
For the first nine days of November, F Company oversaw doing training and station guard in Paris.

PARIS

Figure 11:  Eiffel Tower, Paris 1944 (National Archives)

Figure 12:  Morning Report of F Co, 38th Infantry Regiment, October 1, 1944
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November 21, 1944: 
The company is still in defensive position and the men of F Company reorganized without change of 
station. 

November 24, 1944: 
Company F is back in Medell, Belgium. The men of the company were relieved from their defensive 
position by the 1st Battalion one-mile NE of Brandscheid. They moved by truck to Medell, Belgium, 
traveling 20 miles with no casualties suffered in the company.                                         
                                  
November 25, 1944: 
For the next two days, the men spent their time getting cleaned up and checking their equipment.          

November 27, 1944: 
Pvt. Nine and his company left Medell and 
returned to Brandscheid where they relieved 
the 3rd Battalion of the 38th Infantry Regiment.

December 1944

December 5, 1944: 
After eight days on the front line, F Company 
was back in Medell again. Pvt. Nine and the 
men of his company were very happy to 
receive clean clothes and new equipment. 

Figure 13: Infantrymen of the 2nd Infantry Division crouch in a 
snow-filled ditch, taking shelter from a German artillery barrage in 
the Krinkelter woods on 14 December. (National Archives)
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Figure 14: American soldiers of the 38th Infantry Regiment, 
2nd Infantry Division, U.S. First Army, take refuge in 
doorways during mortar barrage laid down by Germans 
after the Americans seized a German forest stronghold 
camouflaged as a two-story residence. Wahlercheid 
(National Archives)

December 11, 1944:
On the 11th of December, F Company moved by truck and assembled near the town of Elsenborn. Two 
of the 2nd Infantry Division’s regiments, the 9th and 38th traveled by truck to Büllingen, then north to 
Rocherath and Krinkelt, two villages so close together they had been nicknamed the Twin Villages.  
The third regiment, the 23rd, was held in reserve near Elsenborn.  From the Twin Villages, the 9th and 
38th Infantry Regiments marched north for six miles along the only road to Wahlerscheid. This single 
road, the main avenue of approach, was the only route by which supplies, and reinforcements could be 
funneled to the forward regiments from divisional headquarters at Wirtzfeld.

December 16, 1944 : 
On December 16th, the 2nd Infantry Division tenaciously held its position during the Battle of the Bulge 
preventing further German attempts to reconquer Belgium. Three days prior to the German offensive, 
they attacked towards the Ruhr Dams in Germany. Their attack launched from the borders of Belgium 
and Germany, but at the time they had no idea of the German plan. On December 16th they fell back to 
the twin villages of Krinkelt-Rocherath and fought bravely on the Elsenborn ridge.

The 2nd Battalion of the 38th Infantry Regiment made its way back from the Monschau Forest area of 
Wahlerscheid Salient. They blocked off the route of the withdrawing action during the disengagement 
and the march to Rocherath. At the road junction, two kilometers north of Rocherath, the tank 
destroyers went into temporary positions. Under heavy fire, they repelled several tanks in the heavily 
wooded forest to the east and by aggressive action prevented the enemy’s armor from cutting the 
Division’s main supply route. 

The 1st Battalion was also on its way 
back. Pfc James Branch from HQ 
Company came under fire from German 
artillery. The HQ company captain was hit 
in the chest and killed. Pfc James Branch 
entered a house in the town of Krinkelt.  A 
German tank rolled up to the side of the 
house and was immediately knocked out 

BELGIUM
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with a bazooka. The tank caught fire and its crew was shot as they emerged from the tank with their 
weapons. “In less than 30 minutes there were approximately 100 German soldiers pulling their dead 
and wounded away from the burning tank and about the time we thought they were coming into the 
house where we were I heard a whistle blow, and the Germans pulled out of town.  This was about 
11:00 pm.”

The next morning the Germans came back for vengeance.  Tanks and infantry appeared in large 
numbers. The battle raged for the next three days and nights while the Germans had suffered a great 
loss of tanks and men. 

Branch recalls: “My company suffered the loss of a second Company Commander here fighting a tank 
with his pistol.  He was wounded by tank fire, but again getting to his feet and continued to fire at the 
oncoming tank and the 2nd shot from the tank knocked him to the ground unconscious and was in 
the process of trying to run over him when a rifleman put a bullet through the tank drivers slit and the 
tank went wild.  This officer was 1st Lt Jesse Morrow. Our antitank Platoon lost all three of its guns 
to German tanks and most of their men in the wild melee in the 4days and nights there in the twin 
villages.  The 38th Regiment counted for 78 German tanks and motorized vehicles knocked out there.”

December 19, 1944:
On December 19th, 1944 it was decided that the division would be pulled back to Elsenborn Ridge, and 
so ended the battle of the bulge for the 2nd Infantry Division.

January 1945

January 1, 1945:
Company F is back in the area of 
Elsenborn, the 2nd Infantry Division 
was in defensive position during the 
entire month. 

January 29, 1945:
On the 29th of January, Company F 
moved to a small village called Ni-
drum, to the west of Elsenborn. They 
stayed in reserve here for five days.

Figure 15: Men of the 2nd Infantry Division on the march. 
(United States Army Center of Military History)
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February 1945
February 4, 1945: 
Company F left Nidrum, Belgium at 2230 hours and moved forward by trucks. The Company arrived 
at 1.00 am and moved through the 23rd Infantry Regiment for an attack on Hellenthal, Germany. The 
assault started at 3.00 am and moved forward 500 yards. 

February 5, 1945 :
Early on February 5 the division launched a mighty push to clear the Schleiden-Gemund positions 
and reach the Roer River. The 38th Infantry Regiment jumped off at dawn to begin its operation to 
reduce the strongly held town of Hellenthal in the 1st Division’s zone of action, encountering the enemy 
established in well-fortified positions. Two battalions of the 38th Infantry Regiment jumped off after 
extensive reconnaissance.  One had the mission of seizing the high ground northeast of Hellenth and 
the high ground to the southeast of the town. The other battalion would advance on the right down 
the main road in Hellenthal, clear the west end of the town and occupy high ground to the southwest. 
Hellenthal lay in a deep and well-enfiladed valley. High dense woods, soft wet earth and abundant 
minefields made trouble for both infantry and armor. 

February 19, 1945 :
Company F left Schöneseiffen, moving to Hofen, 
Germany. George and his men would now rest 
and resume training. 

March 1945

March 2, 1945 : 
George E. Nine left Hofen, Germany at 1500 hours and arrived in Schmidt, 
Germany at 17.00. They marched two miles to the east of Schmidt to an 
assembly area. 

March 8, 1945: 
After 34 miles on truck, F company arrived in Rech at 1230 hours. The 
men marched 2 miles to a defensive position.

March 9, 1945: 
Company F left Rech by foot and arrived in the vicinity of Königsfeld at 
1730 hours.

GERMANY

Figure 16: Morning Report of F Co, 38th 
Infantry Regiment, February 23, 1945

Figure 17: Handwritten Notes in Service 
Records by George E. Nine, Promotions
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March 11, 1945: 
The march continued the next day. F Company arrived in the city of Dedenbach where George Nine 
spent 10 days resting with his company until the 21st of March. The men enjoyed showers and had 
time to clean their weapons and received more training. 

March 21, 1945:
Company F left Dedenbach by truck at 083rd620 hours and traveled approximately 10 miles to Brohl. 
The men of F Company crossed the Rhine river by boat and moved 5 miles by foot into reserve position 
in rear of 1st Battalion, 38th Infantry Regiment. 

March 22, 1945: 
On the morning of March 22nd, the 2nd Infantry Division crossed the Weid and established a bridge-
head against light resistance as the enemy, largely remnants of Volksgrenadier and the 5th Parachute 
Division which had fled across the Rhine, fought a tricky but somewhat disorganized rearguard action, 
surrendering or withdrawing under pressure. 

March 23, 1945 : 
The Company went in attack in Rengsdorf. They advanced approximately 5 miles, but the unit didn’t 
suffer casualties and took 23 prisoners. 

March 24, 1945 : 
On March 24 F Company jumped off 
in attack at 0800 hours in the city of 
Oberbieber and advanced approximately 
4 miles. The Company suffered 16 
casualties (wounded) including George E. 
Nine. After 8 months of intense combat 
with F Company, 38th Infantry Regiment, 
2nd Infantry Division, the war 
was finally over for him. He 
was brought to the 102nd 
Evacuation Hospital.

Figure 18: Handwritten Notes in Service 
Records by George E. Nine, Wounded

Figure 19: Morning Report of F Co, 38th 
Infantry Regiment, April 3, 1945
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At the time of the Rhine crossing at Remagen on 7 March, six evacuation hospitals were open in support 
of the army. The 5th, 44th, 67th, 102nd, 103rd, and 128th Evacuation Hospitals were open at Zulpich, 
Dunstekoven, Duren, Ahrweiler, Bad Neuenahr, Bergheim, and Euskirchen, respectively, with the majority of 
these hospitals concentrated in back of the bridgehead.    
       http://history.amedd.army.mil/booksdocs/wwii/FUSA1945/FUSA1945.htm

http://history.amedd.army.mil/booksdocs/wwii/bulge/102dEHHistory.pdf
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Figure 20: Hospital Admission Record 
connected to George E. Nine by his 
ASN 35763675 (NARA St. Louis)

Figure 21: Newspapers.com

Figure 22: Telegram, Brad Nine
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Figure 23:  Final Payroll Document, George E. 
Nine,  ASN 35763675 (NARA St. Louis)

Figure 24: Handwritten Notes in Service Book
by George E. Nine, Homeward Bound

Figure 25: Handwritten unit information 

Figure 26: Signature of George E. Nine
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While George E. Nine was recovering from his wounds, the 2nd Infantry 
Division marched across Germany, uncovering several sites of Nazi crimes. 
In early April 1945, the unit captured the German town of Hadamar which 
housed a psychiatric clinic where almost 15,000 men, women, and children 
were killed between 1941 and March 1945 in the Nazi Euthanasia Program.

In April 1945, the 2nd Infantry Division overran Leipzig-Schönefeld, a subcamp 
of the Buchenwald concentration camp, where the camp staff forced the 

prisoners to work for the Hugo Schneider AG (Hasag) firm. The SS had permitted the Hasag’s Leipzig 
field office to establish an ammunition factory for the German military in 1944. On March 28th, 1945, 
Schönefeld housed some 4,765 female prisoners; however, at the beginning of April, the SS evacuated 
many of the inmates to prevent them from falling into Allied hands. 

When the 2nd Infantry Division arrived on April 14th, 1945, only some 250 prisoners remained in the 
camp. According to the 2nd’s report, the SS killed between 400 and 600 prisoners from December 
1944 to April 1945. After occupying the camp, the members of the 2nd Infantry Division arranged for 
proper burial of the dead and collected evidence to be used in the prosecution of the SS personnel. 

Around April 15th, 1945, the 2nd Infantry Division liberated some one thousand prisoners incarcerated 
in the “labor education” camp at Spergau/Zöschen. The US soldiers interviewed prisoners and 
interrogated captured SS guards to ascertain conditions in the camp, identify and locate perpetrators, 
and gather evidence for war crimes prosecution. The 2nd Infantry Division was recognized as a 
liberating unit by the US Army’s Center of Military History and the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in 1993.

FINAL DAYS

Figure 27-28: Handwritten Notes in Service 
Book by George E. Nine, Commanding Officers
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Following the Footsteps - Google Maps 
are a signature feature of Footsteps Researchers Packages!

In the WWII Footsteps of

Pvt., George E. Nine

Click the link to follow the footsteps of Pvt., George E. Nine during WWII!

http://bit.ly/2RLmKTG
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Hayes#/
media/File:Fort_Hayes_parade_grounds_in_
the_snow.jpg

http://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/
camp-croft/

Handwritten Notes in Service Book by    
George E. Nine, Training Camps
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